
 

 
Dear Focal Points,                                                                                                                                        Issue 6 
[cc: DAC Delegates] 

In this newsletter, we are writing to inform you about: 

 The upcoming OECD/WRI meeting on 2-3 May. 

 Recent activities of the PCD Unit. 

 New OECD publications: From a PCSD perspective. 

Please note also that – due to a modification in the OECD printing schedule – we are able to 
accommodate contributions to the PCSD Flagship until COB Friday 22 April. 

We are continuously expanding our mailing list, so feel free to forward this email to your colleagues 
and let us know of any additional names to add to the list. 

With best wishes, the OECD PCD Unit. 

 

JOINT OECD/WRI MEETING, PARIS, 2-3 MAY 

 

Implementation of the SDGs, with a particular focus on PCSD 

We are pleased to share with you more details on the meeting we are organising jointly with the 
World Resources Institute in Paris on 2-3 May. This one-and-a-half day event aims to first share 
experiences with SDG implementation based on a set of preliminary country case studies and cross-
cutting analyses, and secondly to feature measurement and analytical tools available to shed light on 
policy coherence challenges across this new agenda.  

Viewing the 2030 agenda as an integrated whole can help in identifying potential policy synergies as 
well as trade-offs, and suggest where policies may need to be more coherent. A policy coherence 
lens can support effective policy making for the SDGs both horizontally, across sectors and the social, 
economic and environmental spheres, and vertically, looking at international spillovers – both 
positive and negative – of domestic policies and actions.   

The meeting will be opened by OECD Deputy Secretary General Douglas Frantz and Kitty van der 
Heijden, WRI, and participants will consist of wide range of stakeholders from the case study 
countries, PCD Focal Points, representatives from international and regional organisations as well as 
from think tanks.  

Please consult our website for more information, including a draft agenda. You may register your 
attendance by sending an email to PCD.Contact@oecd.org with your name, title and affiliation. 
Background papers will be made available individually once you have registered. 

 

http://www.oecd.org/development/pcd/
mailto:PCD.Contact@oecd.org


RECENT ACTIVITIES OF THE PCD UNIT 

 
PCD Unit 2015 Activity Report 

Please see the attached Activity Report for an overview of our activities and publications throughout 
2015. Key achievements included: 

 Development of a Framework for Policy Coherence for Sustainable Development, a self-
screening toolkit to support governments in designing more coherent policies by identifying 
synergies and trade-offs across economic, social and environmental areas (to be approved 
and published in July as part of the 2016 PCSD Flagship Report). 

 Development of two thematic modules of the PCSD Framework on Food Security and on 
Illicit Financial Flows (also to be approved and published in July as part of the 2016 PCSD 
Flagship Report). 

 Organisation of two High-Level Side Events, one on illicit financial flows in the margins of the 
3rd Financing for Development Conference in Addis Ababa, and one on Coherent policies for 
sustainable and low-carbon societies during the UN Summit on Sustainable Development in 
New York. 

 Conducted practical training sessions on applying PCSD for addressing the water-energy-
food nexus, notably in the context of the 2030 Agenda. 

 Supported the organisation of the OECD Council on Development which addressed planning 
for the SDGs. 

 Facilitated three meetings of the Informal Working Group on the Implementation of the 
Strategy on Development. 

 Organised three meetings of the Informal Network of National Focal Points for Policy 
Coherence. 

 Provided support to members to update methodologies for monitoring and reporting on 
policy coherence for development.  

Shortly, we will also provide National PCD Focal Points with our Programme of Work and Budget for 
2017-18 for their review and comments. 
 
International Seminar on Policy Coherence for Development, Bilbao, Spain 6 April 

On 6 April, the Basque Agency for Development Cooperation together with the Hegoa Institute - 
UPV, the University of Deusto, and the platform of the Basque Country Development NGOs 
organised an international meeting on policy coherence for development, entitled How should the 
Basque Country contribute to the global development agenda?, in Bilbao, Spain. The seminar was 
opened by the President of the Basque Country, Iñigo Urkullu Renteria, who announced the new 
Reference Framework for Policy Coherence for Development in the Basque Country - approved by 
the Government’s Council – and emphasised the commitment of the whole of government in 
pursuing PCD to respond to vision and challenges set out in the 2030 Agenda and the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). The OECD-PCD Unit was represented by Ernesto Soria Morales who 
made a presentation on Policy Coherence in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

http://www.irekia.euskadi.eus/es/news/31781-lehendakari-presenta-las-propuestas-del-gobierno-vasco-para-responder-las-recomendaciones-agenda-mundial-desarrollo-naciones-unidas
http://www.elankidetza.euskadi.eus/contenidos/informacion/coherencia_avcd/es_def/adjuntos/Reference%20Framework_ENG.pdf


 

 

Asian Development Forum, Colombo, Sri Lanka, 17-18 March 

The 6th Asian Development Forum in Colombo, 17-18 March focused this year on “The 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development: Voices from Asia”.  In the session on “Required national policy 
changes for SDG implementation”, developing Asian countries highlighted the challenges they were 
facing but also the progress on SDG implementation based on lessons learned from the MDGs, 
taking account of demographic and other trends (rural to urban, climate change, etc), building on 
their existing national growth/development strategies and seeking to balance the economic with 
social and environmental dimensions of sustainability. Ebba Dohlman from the PCD Unit moderated 
the session on Enhancing the global partnership for SDGs implementation and highlighted the 
importance of multi-stakeholder partnerships and of applying a PCSD lens.  

 

NEW OECD PUBLICATIONS: FROM A PCSD PERSPECTIVE 

 

Do Environmental Policies Affect Global Value Chains?  

This paper challenges the conventional wisdom that regulations to curb pollution and energy use 
hurt businesses by creating new costs. Using a gravity model of bilateral trade in manufacturing 
industries for selected OECD and BRIICS countries over 1990s-2000s, it shows that countries that 
implement stringent environmental policies do not lose export competitiveness when compared 
against countries with more moderate regulations. Read also this OECD Insight on the same topic. 
 
Farm Management Practices to Foster Green Growth 

The efficient use of resources has become a key priority for policymaking in OECD countries and a 
core element of green growth strategies. Global food demand, for example, can only be met in a 
sustainable way if new forms of agricultural production and innovative technologies can be unlocked 
to increase the productivity, stability, and resilience of production systems with goals beyond just 
raising yields, including saving water and energy, reducing risk, improving product quality, protecting 
the environment and climate change mitigation. This report looks at farm management practices 
with green growth potential, from farmer-led innovations (such as those directly linked to soil and 
water, Integrated Pest Management, organic farming) to science-led technologies (such as 
biotechnology and precision agriculture). A key policy challenge will be to ensure that the positive 

http://www.oecd.org/environment/tougher-environmental-laws-do-not-hurt-export-competitiveness.htm?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=whatsnewenv
http://oecdinsights.org/2016/03/14/environmental-policies-and-economic-performance/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=whatsnew
http://www.keepeek.com/Digital-Asset-Management/oecd/agriculture-and-food/farm-management-practices-to-foster-green-growth_9789264238657-en#page1


and negative environmental externalities that arise from farming systems are internalised. Farmers 
can then decide on the most appropriate system to adopt to generate or avoid those externalities. 
Equally important is to ensure that policies facilitating adoption of farm management practices with 
green growth potential are coherent with other policies aimed at increasing productivity in a 
sustainable manner. 
 
Cost-benefit analysis and the environment: How to best cover impacts on biodiversity and 
ecosystem services 

Sustainable Development Goal 15 calls on countries to “protect, restore and promote sustainable 
use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and 
reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss”. The topic of biodiversity loss has been the 
subject of a vast and growing scientific and economic literature. Globally, terrestrial biodiversity 
(measured as mean species abundance – or MSA – an indicator of the intactness of a natural 
ecosystem) is projected to decrease by a further 10% by 2050. There is evidence that many of these 
extinctions are associated with economic and social losses. This paper reviews the literature on the 
valuation of such services and their use in cost-benefit analysis, under the subheadings of 
biodiversity and ecosystems. It begins by laying out the distinction between these two sources of 
environmental benefits and the links there are between them. 
 
A New Rural Development Paradigm for the 21st Century: A Toolkit for Developing Countries 

Three billion people live in rural areas in developing countries. Conditions for them are worse than 
for their urban counterparts when measured by almost any development indicator, from extreme 
poverty, to child mortality and access to electricity and sanitation. And the gulf is widening, 
contributing to large-scale migration to urban areas. This situation exists despite half a century of 
rural development theories and approaches, and despite the global momentum built around the 
Millennium Development Goals between 2000 and 2015. Without greater progress on rural 
development, it is unlikely that the new Sustainable Development Goals will be met. This book calls 
for a new paradigm for rural development that is equipped to meet the challenges and harness the 
opportunities of the 21st century – including climate change, demographic shifts, international 
competition and fast-moving technological change. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/environment/cost-benefit-analysis-and-the-environment_5jm2f6w8b25l-en
http://www.keepeek.com/Digital-Asset-Management/oecd/development/a-new-rural-development-paradigm-for-the-21st-century_9789264252271-en#page1

